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EQUESTRIAN

From top, clockwise:
Charmaine Ip, winner of the
HKEF Senior Inter-school
Eventing Challenge 2022;
Julie Bardin at the Higher
Division competition of the
Challenge 2021, which was
re-formatted to receive video
entries; Samantha Chan,

a participant in the HKEF
Online Dressage Series

LOOKING
FORWARD

Equestrian events and competitions resume just before

the end of the season

s the current show season
A comes to an end, riding

schools are finally reopening

and competitions are once
again taking place. This long-awaited
announcement came on the back of a
decline in the number of COVID-19
infections and the easing of social
distancing rules. Although many regular
riding events, including the Hong Kong
Equestrian Federation’s (HKEF) annual
Horse of the Year Show, didn’t go ahead,
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others did, including the HKEF Online
Dressage Series — via Dressage Anywhere
- and the Higher Division of the HKEF
Inter-school Equestrian Challenge.

Launched in October 2020, the HKEF
Online Dressage Series offers digital
training sessions to riders and judging
opportunities to judges as an alternative
to in-person competitions. The series
proved to be popular with Hong Kong-
based riders, and it has received more
than 1,000 entries to date. ©
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EQUESTRIAN

With riding schools up and running
again, the series recommenced in June to
help prepare athletes and horses as they
return to the arena.

The HKEF Inter-school Equestrian
Challenge, now in its 16th year, remains
the region’s largest equestrian competition
for young people. While the Lower
Division events are not being held this
year, the Higher Division will follow last
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year’s format and take place using video
entries, allowing riders aged 12 to 16 to
compete at their usual riding schools.
Meanwhile, the Senior Inter-school
Eventing Challenge went ahead in a
similar format to the one used in 2020.
This meant there was no final leg;
instead, the riders’ best results in any of
the four scheduled eventing competitions
held earlier in the season were used to

From left, clockwise: the HKEF Inter-school
Equestrian Challenge Higher Division competition
will take place using video entries; Lilly Hirth
finished fifth at the Novice 24 (2010 Revised
2016) at the 2021 HKEF Online Dressage Series;
2021 HKEF Online Dressage Series first place
finishers include (left to right): Anais Chauvin

for Elementary 40 (2010), Stephane Morai for
Advanced 102 (2012) and Tony Wong for Novice
23 (2012, Revised 2016)

calculate the final rank. Charmaine Ip

from King George V School came top

with the fewest penalty points at 14.2.
Even as the local season wraps up,

the HKEEF is already eager for the new

term to start in September, when we will

hopefully return to in-person training

and contests. We wish the athletes all

the best in their upcoming events

and competitions. @
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