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Where the world’s best make history
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HKEF's school outreach programme draws a record-
high participation rate with a new format
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Student tours of the
Tuen Mun Public Riding
School allow them to
develop a passion for
equestrian sports from
a young age

aunched in 2007, the
L Hong Kong Equestrian
Federation’s (HKEF) School
Visits to Riding School
and Pony Ride Programme has proven to
be popular among students who are new
to equestrian sports. Subsidised by the
Leisure and Cultural Services Department
and supported by The Hong Kong Jockey
Club Tuen Mun Public Riding School, the
initiative invites children to visit the riding
school during the summer holidays, where
they can get up close to horses by feeding
them and enjoying trail rides.
The programme was suspended due
to the pandemic in 2020. In June 2021,

the programme was adapted into an
online format so that it could continue
sharing equestrian knowledge. For this
online edition, HKEF led students on

a 90-minute virtual tour of the riding
school, during which they learned basic
safety tips, visited the stables and watched
a short tutorial on how to mount and ride
a horse. Professional grooms and farriers
demonstrated how they take care of the
horses, such as washing and shoeing them.
The session also included an overview

of various equestrian sports disciplines
through video highlights of HKEF-hosted
events and Hong Kong riders’ fantastic
performances in major competitions. ©
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The programme attracted nearly
10,000 students from more than 70 schools
that year. Despite its limitations, the
online format allowed HKEF to promote
equestrian sports to a lot more people
than through an on-site visit. Since there
were no restrictions on timing and space,
it could reach a broader community of
younger generations.

However, HKEF believes first-hand
experience remains vital to deepening
children’s interest in the sport, so it has
enhanced its programme to offer a hybrid
mode that includes both online elements
and on-site visits at the riding school. Since
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October, the programme has run over
three days; participants learn equestrian
knowledge online on the first day, then
attend on-site tours in small groups over
the next two days.

The hybrid format exemplifies HKEF’s
commitment to promoting equestrian
sports. Currently in its trial phase, this
programme will have welcomed students
from nine primary schools by the end of
the year. HKEF expresses its gratitude to
all stakeholders in making it a success, and
looks forward to enhancing people’s interest
in equestrian sports through various
channels in the future. @

Under the programme'’s hybrid
mode, students attend both online
classes and on-site visits at the
riding school
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